
Are You Getting 
Credit for Your 
Diversions?
I N FORM A L  A DJU S T M E N T

P RE T RI A L  D I V E RS I ON

JU D I C I A L  D I V E RS I ON

MONTHLY QUEST MEETING

O C TO B E R 2 1 ,  2 0 2 1



INFORMAL 
ADJUSTMENT

TCA 37-1-110 ,  RULE 201

PRETRIAL 
DIVERSION

TCA 37-1-110 ,  RULE 202

JUDICIAL 
DIVERSION

TCA 37-1-129 ,  RULE 209

Timeline
(Judge approves extension) 3 mos.  + 3 mos. extension 6 mos.     +   6 mos. extension 6 mos.     +   6 mos. extension

Court Appearance or 
Agreement Outside of 
Court

Parties sign an Informal 
Adjustment Agreement 
(no court appearance)

Parties sign a Pretrial Diversion 
Agreement 

(court appearance optional)

Parties appear before the 
Court

Admission / Plea No admission or plea No admission or plea Child pleads guilty or no contest. 
Plea is not entered as judgement.

Judicial Approval No Judicial approval
(except for extension)

Requires Judicial approval Judicial Diversion Order is 
entered

(6 mos. max) (12 mos. max) (12 mos. max)



✓ Update Case Status

✓ IA and PTD:
Update Filed Statute 
Disposition

✓ Judicial Diversion:
Update Plea and 
Filed Statute 
Disposition

✓ Add Requirement for 
Diversion

ADDING DIVERSION

Note:  If using diversion documents in 
Quest, this will update automatically.



INFORMAL ADJUSTMENT PRETRIAL DIVERSION JUDICIAL DIVERSION

File Request to Extend Informal 
Adjustment w/ Judicial Approval.

Must be filed BEFORE 3-month date.

Parties must agree to extension or 
must be set for hearing.

File Motion to Extend Pretrial 
Diversion & Order.

Must be filed BEFORE 6-month date.

Parties must agree to extension or 
must be set for hearing.

File Motion to Extend Judicial 
Diversion & Order.

Must be filed BEFORE 6-month date.

Parties must agree to extension or 
must be set for hearing.

EXTENDING DIVERSION

If Extension is granted, the order must state what conditions remain open and why it is in the child’s best interest 
to extend diversion.  A case status is added, and a new end date is added to the diversion requirement.

If Extension is denied, the petition is either dismissed (and case dismissed) OR
the original petition is set for an adjudicatory hearing.



✓ Update Case status to 
show extended.

✓ Add the new end date 
to the requirement.  
(The total length 
cannot be longer than 
6 months for informal 
or 12 months for 
PTD/JD.)

EXTENDING DIVERSION

Note:  If using diversion 
documents in Quest, this 
will update automatically.



INFORMAL ADJUSTMENT PRETRIAL DIVERSION JUDICIAL DIVERSION

File Notice of Termination of 
Informal Adjustment and send 
copy to parties.

Original Petition/Citation may be 
set for adjudicatory hearing, serve 
parties.

Add new incident and filed statute to 
case:  Incident = “Violation” and filed 
statute = “Violation of Pretrial 
Diversion”.

File Petition - Violation of PTD/JD

Set for violation hearing, serve parties.

Add new incident and filed statute to 
case:  Incident = “Violation” and filed 
statute = “Violation of Judicial 
Diversion”.

File Petition - Violation of PTD/JD

Set for violation hearing, serve parties.

VIOLATION OF DIVERSION

Note: Filing a violation does not extend the diversion’s time constraint. 



VIOLATING DIVERSION

✓ Add the violation incident, which will prompt you to add 
the violation filed statute.

✓ Schedule the violation for hearing.



PRETRIAL DIVERSION JUDICIAL DIVERSION

Prepare Order of Violation of Pretrial Diversion

The Judge has the following options:

a. Find the child violated Pretrial Diversion

b. Continue the child on Pretrial Diversion

c. Extend the Pretrial Diversion

d. End the Pretrial Diversion and dismiss the petition

e. Have an adjudicatory hearing on the original petition 
and

• Child enters a plea or hold an adjudicatory hearing
• Dismiss the offense(s) OR find the child guilty of 

the offense(s)
• Enter Disposition or dismiss case.

Prepare Order of Violation of Judicial Diversion

The Judge has the following options:

a. Find the child violated Judicial Diversion

b. Continue the child on Judicial Diversion

c. Extend the Judicial Diversion

d. End the Judicial Diversion

e. Have a dispositional hearing on the original petition 
and

• Enter the judgement finding the child guilty of the 
offense(s) and finding the child to be delinquent or 
unruly, and enter Disposition.

VIOLATION HEARING



VIOLATION HEARING - Adjudication

If the child is found to have violated the diversion and the court adjudicates on the original offense(s):

✓ Add a case status of 
adjudication.

✓ Change the disposition 
on the filed statute from
Diversion to Guilty.

✓ Close the diversion 
requirement with Failed.

✓ Add a new requirement 
of probation, if ordered.

Note:  If using diversion 
documents in Quest, this 
will update automatically.



INFORMAL ADJUSTMENT PRETRIAL DIVERSION JUDICIAL DIVERSION

If a compliant was filed, YSO 
closes the complaint/case 
OR
If a petition/citation was filed,
YSO files Motion to Dismiss 
Diversion and Order 
Granting.

File Motion to Dismiss 
Diversion and Order 
Granting.

File Motion to Dismiss 
Diversion and Order 
Granting.

DISMISSING DIVERSION



DIVERSION DISMISSED

If the child completes the diversion, the original petition/citation is dismissed.

✓ Update Case status to 
show dismissed

✓ Filed statute disposition 
DOES NOT CHANGE

✓ Close the Diversion 
requirement as 
successfully completed.

Note:  If using diversion 
documents in Quest, this 
will update automatically.

Judicial Diversions will 
show a plea



✓ Update Case 
Status

✓ Do NOT change 
Filed Statute 
Disposition

✓ Close Diversion 
Requirement

OPEN FOR FEE COLLECTION

This case status is considered closed for 
reporting purposes.



Are You Getting Credit For Your Diversions?

Things to avoid:

✓Do not hold the case open, order the child to complete requirements, 
then retire or dismiss the case. 

➢ Instead, place the child on diversion.

✓Not adding a diversion case requirement.

✓Not updating the filed statute disposition to reflect diversion.

✓Not closing cases or requirements upon completion.

✓When only fees are owed, not closing requirements and updating case status 
(“held open for payment”).



Diversions:  County A vs County B

C
lo

se
d

C
lo

se
d

D
is

m
is

se
d

D
is

m
is

se
d

Su
cc

e
ss

fu
l I

n
fo

rm
al

 
A

d
ju

st
m

e
n

t

Su
cc

e
ss

fu
l 

P
re

tr
ia

l D
iv

e
rs

io
n

Su
cc

es
sf

u
l 

Ju
d

ic
ia

l 
D

iv
e

rs
io

n

County A County B

100 50 150 130 70 100 400


