
Sumner County Youth Empowerment 
(SCYE) Program: 

A Juvenile Mental Health Court



Purpose:

•Serve the needs of  children who are at risk of  being removed 
from their homes due to mental health issues that result in 
behaviors making them unmanageable in their community 
environments.

•Bring intensive services to these children and address the family 
issues that may contribute to the underlying dysfunction. 

•Coordinate with the family and community resources to address 
the identified problems and to provide the rehabilitative and 
supportive services that will allow the juvenile to remain at 
home. 

•Promote community safety through a decreased risk of  removal 
for the child as well as a lessened risk of  recidivism.



Eligibility

Open case before the Juvenile Court

Have a DSM-V diagnosis other than or in addition to substance abuse, ADHD, 
mental retardation, autism, or pervasive developmental disorder

Have an IQ of  70 or greater



Reasons for Exclusion

Primary diagnosis of  Dissociative Disorder or 
Personality Disorder

Charged with a Sex Offense



Process for 
Acceptance into 

SCYE

• Work with ADA and 
Defense Counsel to see if  
SCYE is and option

• Submit Application

• Meet with SCYE 
Coordinator

• Initial Assessment

• Vote by SCYE Board for 
Acceptance
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SCYE Phases

• Establish 
Therapeutic Baseline

• Rapport Building
Stabilization

• Focus on 
Therapeutic and 
Probation Goals

Specialized 
Treatment

• Prepare for Exit 
from the ProgramTransition



Judicial Diversion for SCYE Cases



Phases in Quest



Treatment, Incentives, Sanctions



SCYE Court Team Members

• Heather Harper, SCYE Coordinator

• hharper@sumnercountytn.gov

• Jared Rickard, SCYE Probation Officer

• jrickard@sumnercountytn.gov

• Alan Hickey, Assistant Court Director

• ahickey@sumnercountytn.gov


